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Editorial

Emmanuel Macron 
President of the French Republic

This is a time for Europe. Faced with health and economic challenges, 
the rise of aggressive powers and climate change, the best response is a 
European one. Our Union never succeeds as well as when it defends its 
values and interests: the COVID-19 crisis and its consequences have proved 
this once again.

In this crisis, Europe has been able to cope, faithful to its model. No other 
political area has vaccinated as much of its population, while donating the 
largest number of vaccines in the world, and no other area has protected 
its citizens from unemployment and bankruptcy like the EU has. Rights 
have been respected, laws passed by elected parliaments, and judges have 
supervised these decisions. Solidarity and democracy form the basis of the 
European model.

On 1 January and for six months, France will hold the Presidency of the 
Council of the European Union. The responsibility to finalize projects and 
laws for Europe is first and foremost something we are proud to do. We are 
proud to say, “we act as Europeans”.

Through its words and actions, France has been preparing for this 
Presidency since 2017. Europeans no longer complain that Europe does 
too much, but rather that it does too little. Which is why the EU has been 
pursuing a sovereignty agenda for the last four years: in economic matters 
with shared debt; ecological matters with carbon neutrality for 2050; 
defence with the first common military budget; and social matters with the 
revision of the posted workers directive, Europe is already taking charge of 
its fate. 

This agenda for a sovereign Europe will be accelerated with the French 
Presidency. Europe must rise to the major economic, educational, 
migration and military challenges. The French presidency must be a 
moment of truth for the regulation and accountability of digital platforms, 
the carbon pricing at European borders on imported products, minimum 
wages, and our relationship with Africa.

The Presidency of the Council of the European Union will also be a time 
for France. In the coming months, we must discuss together Europe’s 
strengths and weaknesses, what it is lacking, and agree on what it should 
do. Hundreds of events, conferences, artistic workshops, debates, films and 
collective activities will be organized all over the country so that each of us 
can bring a piece of Europe home.

Lastly, the French Presidency will be a time to look forward. We must 
deal with pressing matters, but also look to the future by launching new 
European projects, in the wake of the Conference on the Future of Europe; 
projects for young people, and on the protection of our democracies 
and our values, to strengthen the sense of a shared European culture and 
history. 

It is this message of pride and ambition that I wish to convey to all 
Europeans on behalf of the French people. 
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The French 
Presidency  
of the Council 
of the European 
Union explained



On 1 January 2022, for 
the first time in 13 years, 
France will take over the 
Presidency of the Council 
of the European Union. 

Recovery, strength and 
a sense of belonging will 
be essential to our action.
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What does  
the Presidency  
of the Council of 
the European Union 
involve?
Each Member State holds the 
presidency of the Council of the 
European Union for six months on a 
rotational basis. The presidency of 
the Council organises and presides 
over meetings, brokers compromises, 
adopts conclusions and ensures 
the coherency and continuity of 
the decision-making process. It 
also ensures effective cooperation 
between all Member States and acts 
as a liaison between the Council 
and the Commission and European 
Parliament.

What is the 
Council of the 
European Union?
Also called the Council of Ministers, 
or simply the Council, the Council of 
the European Union brings together 
the ministers of the EU Member 
States who meet in configurations 
by sector of activity. It serves as the 
co-legislator of the European Union, 
along with the European Parliament.

Concretely, ministers will chair nine 
configurations of the Council of the EU: 

 — general affairs; 
 — economic and financial affairs; 
 — justice and home affairs; 
 — employment, social policy, health and 

consumer protection policy; 
 — competitiveness (internal market, industry, 

research and space); 
 — transport, telecommunications and energy; 
 — agriculture and fisheries; 
 — environment; 
 — education, youth, culture and sport. 

The Foreign Affairs Council is chaired by 
the High Representative of the Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, currently 
Mr Josep Borrell.

What is the French Presidency 
of the Council of 
the European Union?
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The Council also holds budgetary 
powers; it adopts and amends 
the European budget with the 
Parliament.

Lastly, the Council adopts certain 
decisions as well as non-binding 
recommendations, concludes 
international agreements on 
behalf of the EU, and appoints 
members of certain institutions 
such as the European Court of 
Auditors, European Economic and 
Social Committee and European 
Committee of the Regions. 

The Council’s deliberations and votes 
on legislative texts are made available 
to the public.

The Council of the EU should not be confused 
with the European Council, which brings 
together the Heads of State and Government 
of the Member States. 

The European Council defines the general 
political direction and priorities of the 
European Union. Its current president is Mr 
Charles Michel. Nor should the Council of the 
EU be confused with the Council of Europe, 
which is an intergovernmental organization 
of 47 Member States. Founded in 1949, the 
Council of Europe serves to promote human 
rights, democracy and the rule of law. Its seat 
is in Strasbourg and its secretary-general is 
Ms Marija Pejčinović Burić.
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What is the role  
of the presidency  
of the Council of  
the European Union?
The presidency organises the Council’s 
legislative work and determines its 
agenda. It ensures that the Council’s 
work is properly conducted. 

It has two main tasks:

1. Planning and chairing 
meetings of the Council 
and its preparatory bodies

The presidency chairs the meetings of 
the different Council configurations 
(with the exception of the Foreign 
Affairs Council) and the Council’s 
preparatory bodies, at the forefront of 
which is the Permanent Representatives 
Committee (Coreper) as well as 
the working parties for all topics 
of European policy, comprising the 
representatives of Member States.

The presidency ensures that discussions 
are conducted properly and that 
the Council’s rules of procedure 
and working methods are correctly 
observed.

2. Representing the Council  
in relations with the other 
European Union institutions

The presidency represents the 
Council in relations with the other 
EU institutions, in particular with the 
European Commission and Parliament. 
It defends the Council’s positions 
in legislative negotiations with the 
European Parliament.

The presidency works in close 
coordination with the President of 
the European Council and the High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy.
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S L O V E N I A 
JULY - DECEMBER 

2021

F R A N C E 
JANUARY - JUNE 

2022

C Z E C H  R E P U B L I C 
JULY - DECEMBER 

2022 

S W E D E N 
JANUARY - JUNE 

2023

S PA I N 
JULY - DECEMBER 

2023

B E L G I U M 
JANUARY - JUNE 

2024

What is the calendar 
of the Presidencies?
The Council is presided over by each 
Member State in turn, according to a 
pre-established order, for a period of 
six months (from January to June and 
from July to December). The order, 
established until 2030, is set out as 
follows for the current and upcoming 
years:

Since 1958, France has held the 
presidency of the Council of the 
European Union 12 times.
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How does the 
European Union work?

Introduced by the Maastricht Treaty under the term 
“codecision”, the “ordinary legislative procedure” is today the 
most commonly used decision-making method to adopt EU 
legislation. It places the European Parliament and the Council 
on equal footing to adopt new European legislation in most 
areas.

The European Council
27 Heads of State and Governments

The Council of the European Union
27 Ministers

The European Parliament
705 Members

The European Commission
27 Commissioners

acts as the driving force 
in setting the EU’s major 

priorities

proposes the budget and the EU 
“laws“ (directives, regulations, 

decisions, …)

votes on a  
the budget and  
most of EU laws

takes a decison on 
all unresolved issues 

at the Council of 
the EU level

can pass a vote of 
no confidence in 
the Commission, 

elects its president 
and approves the 

nomination of European 
Commissioners

The European  
decision-making  
process
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How will the 2022 elections 
affect the French Presidency 
of the Council of 
the European Union?

The presidential election (10 and 24 April 2022) and the legislative elections 
(12 and 19 June 2022) will take place during the French Presidency of the 
Council of the European Union. This is not the first time this has happened: 
in 1995, the presidential election took place during the French Presidency of 
the Council of the EU. The French Presidency of the Council of the EU will be 
organized to comply with the reserve periods prior to the elections.

What are the emblem and 
motto of the French Presidency 
of the Council of the EU?

The emblem of the French Presidency 
represents a Europe focused on 
progress, moving forward with pride 
and strength. 

Based on the initials of the European 
Union, it asserts its identity through 
letters, colours and symbols. 

The French tricolour flag and the 
European stars meet in a harmonious 
and dynamic fusion. 

In the shape of an arrow, the E of 
Europe indicates the direction we 
wish to give to the Union, and our 
determination to move forward 
together.

Motto: This is a time for Europe. 
Faced with the health crisis, the rise 
of aggressive powers and climate 
disruption, the best response is a 
European response. 

The motto “Recovery, Strength and a 
Sense of Belonging” is the reflection of 
this response. 

 Recovery and strengthening the 
economy to enable Europe to support 
the ecological and digital transitions.

 Strength to defend and 
promote our values and interests.

 A sense of belonging to build 
and develop a shared European vision: 
through culture, our shared values and 
our common history. 
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The French 
Presidency  
of the Council 
of the EU 2022
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This agenda for  
a sovereign Europe  
has been deployed for 
the past four years: 

 With regard to the ecological 
transition, Europe aims to be carbon 
neutral by 2050, now devotes one 
third of its budget to combating global 
warming, and has established the 
Climate Bank;

 With regard to digital issues, 
copyright reform and the removal of 
terrorist content online have been 
passed, and platform regulation and 
accountability will soon be a reality;

 With regard to social issues, the 
first decision was to revise the posting 
of workers directive on the basis of the 
principle of “equal pay for equal work at 
the same workplace”;

The sovereignty agenda 
since the Sorbonne speech

The majority of European citizens no 
longer complain that Europe does 
too much, but rather that it does too 
little. This is true in terms of health, 
ecological transition, the digital 
transition, social policies, security and 
defence and migration.

In 2017, with the Sorbonne speech, the 
President of the French Republic put 
forward the notion of a “sovereignty 
agenda” to our European partners, 
meaning Europe’s ability to exist in 
the world to defend our values and 
interests.

 With regard to defence, Europe 
has put in place its first joint military 
budget and the European Intervention 
Initiative, and France and Germany 
have joined forces to develop a future 
tank and fighter jet;

 With regard to economic issues, 
a historic recovery plan funded by 
joint European borrowing has helped 
Europe overcome the crisis. And Europe 
is progressively acquiring commercial 
protection instruments to no longer be 
naive when it comes to globalization.  
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Many European laws will be 
negotiated or adopted during the 
French Presidency. Here are three 
examples:

The French Presidency in three 
emblematic and concrete texts: 
climate, social, digital

Digital 
technology

Our priority will be the 
economic regulation 
and accountability of 

platforms, especially with 
regard to hate speech, 

with legislation on digital 
services and markets (DSA 

and DMA).

Ecological 
transition

Our priority will be the 
establishment of carbon 
pricing at the EU borders 
for imported products. It 
is a matter of economic 

and ecological efficiency.

Social

Our priority will be  
to establish European 

legislation on minimum 
wages.
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The French Presidency will help 
prepare the Europe of tomorrow. 
We are laying the groundwork for 
far-reaching changes:

1 
A new growth and investment 
model for the European Union  

and the euro area.

2 
European values, with protection 
instruments for our democracies.

3 
Young people, with the expansion 

of the Erasmus programme. 

4 
Culture, with the Europe 

Academy bringing together some 
100 academics from 27 countries 

in all subjects to enlighten 
European debate.

5 
Health, with a genuine joint 
research agency and major 
research plans, for example,  

for Alzheimer’s.

The Europe we want for 2030: 
investment, values, youth, 
culture, health
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The French presidency will seek 
to meet citizens’ expectations

Proposed by France in 2019 and launched on 9 May 2021 
in Strasbourg by the President of the Republic, alongside 
the President of the European Parliament, President of the 
European Council and President of the European Commission, 
the Conference on the Future of Europe provides European 
citizens with a new forum for debate so that they can 
contribute to defining Europe’s future policy for the years 
and decades to come. Citizens can express their wishes 
and expectations on the futureu.europa.eu platform, in 
transnational panels and at numerous events organized in the 
Member States.

In France, the government has put in place two mechanisms. 
Eighteen conferences with participating citizens chosen at 
random have been held in all French mainland and overseas 
regions, and broad online consultation has been conducted 
with 50,000 young French people. The final contribution of 
these national debates was submitted to the Government in 
late November 2021. 

Recommendations made by citizens, in France and in 
Europe, have helped determine the priorities of the French 
Presidency of the Council of the European Union.  The work 
of the Conference on the Future of Europe will conclude in 
spring 2022, under the French Presidency. Citizens will be 
informed of consequent action taken. 
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Events  
of the French 
Presidency  
of the Council 
of the 
European Union



 21

Where will the French 
Presidency’s events take place?

Throughout the French 
Presidency of the Council of 
the European Union, almost 
400 events will be held across 
France, including a summit 
(informal meeting of Heads 
of State and Government), 
informal ministerial meetings, 
conferences, seminars and 
meetings of government officials 
and experts. 

These events will be held in 
a wide range of cities, and 
will provide an opportunity 
for French citizens across the 
country to learn about European 
Union action and to promote 
France’s image, culture  
and heritage in Europe.
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Ministerial conferencesInformal ministerial meetings

Présidence française du Conseil de l’Union européenne

Réunions ministérielles informelles Conférences ministérielles

Overseas territories

Nancy

Poitiers

La Rochelle

Rouen Amiens

Tourcoing

Paris
+ 30 events

Arles

Nîmes
Montpellier

Marseille

Nice

Lyon

Nevers

Dijon

Fort-de-France

Defence (FAC)
12 - 13 January

Culture (EYCS)
7 - 8 March

Trade (FAC)
13 - 14 February

Development (FAC)
6 - 7 March

Space (COMPET)
16 February

General Affairs(GAC)
3 - 4 March

Health (EPSCO)
9 - 10 February

Industry and Internal Market (COMPET)
31 January- 1 February

Employment and 
Social Affairs (EPSCO)
14 - 15 February

Environment (ENVI)
20 - 21 January

Justice and Home Affairs (JHA)
3 - 4 February

Foreign Affairs (Gymnich)
13 - 14 January

Brest

Lens

Lille

Bordeaux

Toulouse

Grenoble

Telecommunications (TTE)
8 - 9 March

Pau

Angers

Agriculture (AGRIFISH)
8 February

Energy (TTE)
21 - 22 January

Strasbourg
+ 10 events

Cohesion (GAC)
28 February- 1 March

Education and Youth (EYCS)
26 - 27 January

Île-de-France

Higher Education, Research
and Innovation (COMPET)
24 - 25 January

Economy and
Finance (ECOFIN)

25 - 26 February

Transport (TTE)
21 - 22 February

Paris

Le Bourget
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J A N U A RY

 6-7 
January 
Visit of the 
College of 
Commissioners 
of the European 
Commission to 
Paris 

 19 
January 
Speech to present 
the priorities 
of the French 
Presidency of 
the Council of 
the European 
Union before 
the European 
Parliament in 
Strasbourg

F E B R U A RY

 11 
February 
One Ocean 
Summit in Brest

 17-18 
February 
Summit of the 
leaders of the 
European Union 
and African Union 
in Brussels

M A R C H

 10-11 
March 
Summit of the 
27 Heads of State 
and Government 
on the “new 
European model 
of growth and 
investment” in 
France

 24-25 
March 
European Council 
meeting in 
Brussels 

M AY

 Closing of the 
Conference on 
the Future of 
Europe

J U N E

 Western Balkans 
Conference 

Many meetings will also be held in Brussels and Luxembourg, including the European 
Council meetings, formal Council meetings, Committee of Permanent Representatives 
(COREPER) meetings and the Political and Security Committee (PSC) meeting.

The President of 
the Republic’s agenda 
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What is the French 
Presidency’s cultural 

programme?

Culture plays a key role in the 
programme of the French Presidency 

of the Council of the European Union. 

To foster the Europe of Culture 
initiative and bring European citizens 

together around shared projects, 
an ambitious cultural and artistic 
programme has been developed, 

backed by the Ministry of Culture and 
the Institut Français. The programme 

features a host of initiatives 
specifically devoted to young people 

in Europe. 

The cultural network, led by the 
Ministry for Europe and Foreign 

Affairs, has been particularly 
mobilised in promoting the Europe of 

Culture on all continents.
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 bringing together 27 European 
writers to describe “their” Europe in a 
collective work coordinated by Olivier 
Guez (Le Grand Tour, a self-portrait of 
Europe through the eyes of its writers); 

 soliciting the participation of 
young artists in Paris to define new 
symbols of Europe (Eurofabrique 
at the Grand Palais Éphémère from 
7 to 10 February 2022);  

 bringing together academics 
to provide substance to long-term 
discussion, come up with ideas and 
make the institutional dimension more 
in-depth (working group coordinated by 
T. Chopin);   

 promoting Europe’s cafés, which 
reflect European culture according 
to George Steiner (Café Europa 2022 
project); 

 featuring music in its festive 
(concert by DJ Canitrot) and educational 
(Orchestre Démos at the Philharmonie 
de Paris from 20 to 27 February 2022) 
dimensions;

 Creating a choreographic 
work, accompanied by a tutorial to 
allow Europeans to join in the dance 
(A. Preljocaj); 

 Providing access to major 
European artworks with the Micro-Folie 
project with collections from European 
cultural institutions; 

 Using comics and graphic novels 
as an educational tool (Europe en BD 
exhibition).

For more information:  
europe2022.fr

We would like to give our Presidency 
a cultural dimension in addition to 
its institutional role, to better reflect 
what brings Europeans together and 
to strengthen a sense of belonging to 
Europe. This will include:
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An exemplary 
French 
Presidency 



The sustainable 
development reference 
framework

Under the French Presidency of 
the Council of the European Union, 
nearly 400 events will be held. To 
limit their environmental impact, in 
particular in terms of greenhouse 
gas emissions, waste generated 
and resources used, France has 
committed to an exemplary carbon-
neutral presidency by organizing 
environmentally friendly events. 
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1 
A net-zero French Presidency 

of the Council of the 
European Union:  

avoid, reduce and offset

2 
Raise awareness, educate  

and inform

3 
Assess and ensure  

transparency

4 
Ensure inclusivity

5 
Design environmentally  

friendly events

6 
Opt for a responsible  

use of resources

7 
Choose sustainable food  

and promote local  
production

8 
Move towards sustainable 

mobility

9 
Reduce, reuse  

and recycle 

A sustainable development 
reference framework has been 
defined. It focuses on nine 
commitments:
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Sponsorship

The French Presidency of the Council 
of the European Union has decided 
not to draw upon private sector 
support, except to meet the priority 
goal of achieving a carbon-neutral 
presidency (“net zero carbon” method) 
in order to protect the climate. Given 
that transport is the chief source of 
greenhouse gas emissions, Stellantis and 
Renault will provide 220 clean-energy 
vehicles – either hybrid or electric – to 
guarantee sustainable transport for 
delegations.

The framework prohibits all forms of 
commercial communications relating 
to the donation. In particular, donors 
must not use the name or logo of the 
French Presidency of the Council of 
the European Union in any of their 
commercial activities.

These rules ensure that the French 
presidency will not consider any 
support that could lead to conflicts of 
interest or harm the reputation of the 
Council of the European Union.
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Accessibility

French Presidency communication will adhere to the 
Charte d’accessibilité de la communication de l’État, 
which contains all the rules and best practices regarding 
communication accessibility. 

This charter provides clear and easily understandable 
information, taking into account the situations and the 
needs of the entire French population and is consistent 
with the Manifeste pour un État inclusif adopted by the 
2019 Interministerial Committee on Disabilities.

For more information:  
https://www.gouvernement.fr/charte-d-accessibilite-de-
la-communication-de-l-etat
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Press 
information
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French Presidency 
website and 
social media

All information and content about the French Presidency 
will be posted on one website for institutional purposes and 
available in three languages (French, English and German):  
europe2022.fr

This website will include:

 The calendar of institutional and cultural events;

 News about all French Presidency events, particularly 
press conferences;

 Information on the French Presidency of the Council of 
the European Union (programme and priorities of the French 
Presidency, trio programme); 

 Information on the emblem and motto of the French 
Presidency of the Council of the EU and on the Sustainable 
Development Reference Framework; 

 Press sections (accreditation, access to images and 
photos, press releases, contacts etc.).

Educational information on European issues can be found on 
the following website:  
https://www.touteleurope.eu

News about the French Presidency will be posted  
on the following social media:  
twitter.com/europe2022fr 
facebook.com/europe2022fr 
instagram.com/europe2022fr 
linkedin.com/company/europe2022fr 
youtube.com/c/francediplomatie 
flickr.com/photos/francediplomatie/albums 
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Media 
accreditation

The French Presidency of the Council of the European Union 
provides an accreditation platform to representatives of media 
organisations wishing to attend informal events held in France. 

French and foreign journalists can create a profile then ask 
to register for events in which they would like to participate. 
Accreditation will therefore be issued on an event-by-event 
basis and not for the duration of the Presidency.

Host 
Broadcaster 

The host broadcaster of the French Presidency of the Council 
of the European Union will make high-definition audiovisual 
content available free of charge to regional, national and 
international radio and television stations. 

This concerns informal ministerial meetings and certain 
ministerial conferences.

All information on this system will be on the website.
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europe2022.fr


