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Editorial

When I took up my post in February 2020 as a committed 
citizen, passionate about the construction of Europe, 
I had no idea how European and international the role of 
Minister for Solidarity and Health would be. Of course, the 
public health crisis further intensified the European agenda, 
but the bulk of the infrastructure currently ensuring the 
health security of the Union was already in place, namely 
the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC), the European Medicines Agency (EMA) and the 
EU Regulation on serious cross-border threats to health.

We know the age-old concepts, which for some still 
resonate like a familiar song, for example the shared 
army or the common foreign policy, and which for others 
have become everyday realities used by all for example 
the euro, whose 20th anniversary we just celebrated. 

Health is among these ideals that today can claim to line up 
with Europe’s present. Without a predefined framework, the 
European Union forged a common procurement policy for 
vaccines and medical countermeasures. Without prejudice 
to national vaccination policies, it delivered vaccines to the 
rest of the world. In doing so, the EU managed to embody, 
in the field of health, the delicate balance of Europe’s 
added value: effectiveness, solidarity and innovation. 
Throughout this experience we, the EU Member States, 
did not fear the impoverishment inherent to supranational 
intervention. Instead we cooperated and demonstrated just 
how much European action can enrich national action. 

Let us put opportunity before the status quo and seize 
this occasion for the benefit of the citizens of the EU; 
this is the debate that I wish to launch with the European 
Commission today in Grenoble. I see two areas of action 
in which the Union has a strong legitimate role in health.
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The first area is public health. This is nothing new, the Union 
has equipped itself with a considerable reinforced health 
programme, EU4Health. However, is it scaled to meet the 
shared challenges we must face, such as the demographic 
ageing which weighs heavily on all of the EU Member 
States? Above all, it is a question of meeting the demands 
of EU citizens’, who rank health 3rd among the issues that 
would be the most important for Europe’s future. It is 
therefore up to us to identify public health challenges in 
which Europe can fully demonstrate its added value, while 
respecting the competences of the Member States.

The second area concerns how we address public health 
compared to other EU policies. This therefore requires 
ensuring that other EU policies, primarily internal market 
policies, do not result in adverse health effects. To do so, 
we know that we must adopt a more global vision of health. 
This requires rethinking how we approach the idea of a single 
health system to better incorporate environmental issues 
and thereby take a global approach to the health of all 
living organisms in any ecosystem. The debate that we are 
launching in Grenoble is therefore also a step in the transition 
from a narrow vision for health to a comprehensive vision.

Colleagues, I am delighted to welcome you to 
Grenoble and I look forward to discussing with you 
the future of health in the European Union.

Olivier Véran
Minister for Solidarity and Health
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The French Presidency 
of the Council of 
the European Union

What does the 
Presidency of the 
Council of the 
European Union 
involve?
A rotating presidency
Each Member State holds the 
presidency of the Council of the 
European Union for six months on 
a rotating basis. From 1 January 
to 30 June 2022, France holds the 
presidency of the Council of the 
European Union. The Presidency of the 
Council organises meetings, brokers 
compromises, submits conclusions 
and ensures the coherency as well 
as the continuity of the decision-
making process. It ensures proper 
cooperation between all Member 
States and acts as a liaison between the 
Council and the European institutions, 
in particular the Commission 
and the European Parliament. 

What is the Council of 
the European Union? 
Also called the “Council of Ministers”, 
or simply “the Council”, the Council of 
the European Union brings together 
the ministers of the EU Member States 
who meet in configurations by sector 

of activity. Together with the European 
Parliament, it serves as the co-legislator 
of the European Union. The Council 
also holds budgetary powers; it adopts 
and amends the European budget 
with the Parliament. Lastly, the Council 
adopts certain decisions as well as non-
binding recommendations, concludes 
international agreements on behalf 
of the EU, and appoints members of 
certain institutions such as the European 
Court of Auditors, the European 
Economic and Social Committee 
and the European Committee of the 
Regions. The Council’s deliberations and 
votes on legislative texts are public.

More specifically, the ministers preside over 
10 sectors of activity or configurations of the 
Council of the EU:

 Ɂ General Affairs
 Ɂ Economic and Financial Affairs
 Ɂ Justice and Home Affairs
 Ɂ Employment, Social Policy, Health and 

Consumer Affairs
 Ɂ Competitiveness (internal market, 

industry, research and space)
 Ɂ Transport, Telecommunications and 

Energy
 Ɂ Agriculture and Fisheries
 Ɂ Environment
 Ɂ Education, Youth, Culture and Sport
 Ɂ Trade

The Foreign Affairs Council is an exception; it 
is chaired by the High Representative of the 
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, 
currently Mr Josep Borrell.
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Into what framework 
does the French 
Presidency fit? 

 The French Presidency of the 
Council of the EU builds on the vision 
for a sovereign, united and democratic 
Europe laid out by the President of 
the French Republic in his address 
given on 26 September 2017 at the 
Sorbonne University. For four years, the 
President and French Government have 
been working to build true European 
sovereignty, namely Europe’s ability 
to act in today’s world to defend 
our values and interests. The French 
Presidency of the Council of the 
European Union will continue this work 
to promote a more united, sovereign 
and democratic Europe.

 The French Presidency aims to 
meet citizens’ expectations, which were 
expressed during citizen debates held 
in September throughout the 18 French 
regions as part of the Conference on 
the Future of Europe. This project, 
which France put forward in 2019, 
opened up a new space for discussion 
with European citizens. The final 
contribution of these citizen panels 
was submitted to the Government last 
autumn. Recommendations made by 
citizens, in France and in Europe, have 
helped determine the priorities of the 
French Presidency of the Council of the 
European Union.

 The French Presidency is part 
of the presidency Trio programme, 
with which France aligns its action. 
This system, in place since 2009, sets 
long-term goals and defines the main 
topics to be addressed over a period 
of 18 months. Following the Slovenian 
Presidency, France is beginning a new 
cycle and will work as a trio with the 
Czech Republic in the second half of 
2022 and with Sweden in the first half 
of 2023.

Nearly 
400 events
In total, nearly 400 events are planned in 
France and the EU throughout the Presidency, 
including political meetings, a cultural 
programme and citizen events open to all.

The Council of the European 
Union is not to be confused 
with:

 The European Council, which is composed 
of the Heads of State or Government of its 
Member States and defines the general policy 
priorities and directions for the European 
Union. Its current president is Charles Michel.

 The Council of Europe, which is an 
intergovernmental organisation made up 
of 47 Member States. Founded in 1949, the 
Council of Europe serves to promote human 
rights, democracy and the rule of law. Its seat 
is in Strasbourg and its Secretary-General is 
Marija Pejčinović Burić.
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Objectives and challenges 
of the informal meeting 
of health ministers 

The COVID-19 crisis has shown that public health threats 
are more effectively prevented and responded to when 
approached on a European scale. Beyond simply the issue of 
health security, this informal ministerial meeting of the 27 EU 
ministers responsible for health, taking place on 10 February 
2022, will aim to consider the future of public health at EU 
level, in order to more concretely meet citizens’ needs and 
expectations.   

The major progress 
made by the European 
Union with regard 
to health must be 
continued
In the ongoing pandemic situation, 
the European Union has successfully 
demonstrated its ability to react and 
form a common front with the Member 
States, the Commission and the 
European Parliament to best protect 
its citizens. This common front was 
clearly illustrated by the numerous 
medical evacuations between Member 
States at the height of the crisis, as 
well as by the implementation of a 
joint policy for procuring vaccines.

In addition to the Covid-19 crisis 
and communicable diseases, many 
crucial challenges confront our 
societies: chronic illnesses related 
to the ageing of our populations, 

antimicrobial resistance, cancer, 
and more. The European Union has 
already begun providing solutions 
to these concerns, with the creation 
of several innovative measures for 
cooperation and coordination on 
specific health matters. These include 
joint European actions, such as the 
action on antimicrobial resistance; 
European reference networks for rare 
diseases; and Europe’s Beating Cancer 
Plan, which have demonstrated their 
full added value, in addition to national 
prerogatives, in better addressing 
all of these public health issues. 
The budget of the European health 
programme, EU4Health was thus raised 
to €5.1 billion for the 2021-2027 period, 
a budget ten times greater than that of 
previous public health programmes.

https://ec.europa.eu/health/funding/eu4health-2021-2027-vision-healthier-european-union_en
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How can the EU 
better incorporate 
health in all its 
policies, and go 
beyond sector-
specific approaches 
to address new public 
health challenges?
The health ministers, along with the 
European Commissioner for Health and 
representatives of the World Health 
Organization Regional Office for Europe 
(WHO/Europe), will come together to 
consider the most comprehensive way 
to develop a true Public Health Union, 
based on the benefits of EU health 
actions that have been identified 
before and during the crisis. The 
European agencies who play a crucial 
role in these overall health concerns 
will also take part in the discussions. 
These include the European Food 
Safety Authority (EFSA) for its work 
on environmental and food safety 
issues that have an undeniable effect 
on human and animal health, the 
new European Health Emergency 
preparedness and Response Authority 
(HERA), the European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control (ECDC) and the 
European Medicines Agency (EMA).

The French Presidency has thus 
proposed discussing the future 
of public health at EU level 
around three areas of focus: 

 Identifying areas in health for 
which action on a European scale would 
provide added value and which would 
require increased European governance 

 Discussing ways to achieve the 
“One Health” approach in EU policy: 
The “One Health” concept aims to 
consider the connections that must 
be maintained between policies and 
legislation in different sectors (not only 
health but also the environmental, 
agrifood, socio-economic, industrial 
and digital sectors) to benefit citizens. 
In other words, how can health issues be 
further incorporated into EU policies? 

 Lastly, outlining a “Public Health 
Union”, through considering how to 
best harness the full potential of the 
available European tools. Models 
for cooperation in other fields can 
therefore contribute to the debate, 
such as the European Pillar of Social 
Rights and the European Green Deal. 

These discussions also fully fit into 
considerations aiming to strengthen 
the European Union’s central position 
on the international scene thanks to its 
recognised contributions and specific 
values with regard to global health. This 
topic will have been discussed the day 
before at the ministerial conference on 
9 February 2022, bringing together the 
EU ministers responsible for health and 
for foreign affairs for the first time. 

 



The Priorities of the French Presidency in Health

The French Presidency will prioritise strengthening European public health by 
promoting responsiveness, coordination and solidarity.

 Concluding the negotiations on the legislative package on “Building a 
European Health Union”

 Supporting the implementation of the European Health Emergency 
preparedness and Response Authority (HERA).

 Strengthening European health sovereignty by promoting an industrial 
strategy for health.

 Amending the Directive on the quality and safety of human blood and the 
Directive on the quality and safety of human tissues and cells

 Strengthening digital health by opening negotiations on the Commission’s 
proposal for the European Health Data Space.

 Strengthening EU action in the field of global health in connection with other 
international organisations: a treaty on pandemic prevention, combatting 
antibiotic resistance, etc.

10
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Programme

MORNING

9 a.m.
Arrival of the press
Musée de Grenoble
5 place Lavalette, 38000 Grenoble

10:30 a.m.–10:35 a.m.
Doorstep d’entrée
TDH, officiels, toute presse accréditée

10:35 a.m.–10:50 a.m.
Arrival of the ministers 
Host broadcaster, officials, all 
accredited press

10:45 a.m.–10:50 a.m.
Opening of the Council meeting
Round table (Host broadcaster/officials/
TV & photo pool)

10:50 a.m.–12 p.m.
Working session
No press

12:05 p.m.–12:25 p.m.
Family photo
Host broadcaster, officials, 
TV & photo pool 

AFTERNOON

2:30 p.m.–5 p.m.
Working session 
No press

Press conference with Olivier Véran and 
Stella Kyriakides - Accredited press
Host broadcaster, officials and all 
accredited press

PRESS KIT  FRENCH PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 
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Speakers 

Health ministers of the EU Member States

Health ministers of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) countries 
(Iceland, Norway, Switzerland)

Stella KYRIAKIDES
Commissioner for Health and Food Safety

Pierre DELSAUX
HERA

Mario MONTI
Economist, scholar and Italian statesman, President of the Council of Ministers from 
2011 to 2013 and former European Commissioner (1995-2004). 
Bruegel (European think tank based in Brussels, specialised in economic matters)

Dr Hans Henri P. KLUGE
WHO Regional Office for Europe

European Medicines Agency (EMA)
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) 
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)
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The City of Grenoble

Nestled in the heart of the Alps, 
Grenoble is surrounded by four 
mountain ranges that provide an 
exceptional backdrop for the city. 
With 20 winter sport resorts in close 
proximity, including four Olympic 
resorts (1968 Winter Games), the city 
offers its visitors an ideal environment 
for year-round outdoor activities.

Grenoble has over a dozen museums 
including the Musée de Grenoble, 
established in 1798. It also offers 
history-laden castles and even the 
first urban cable car in France (dating 
back to 1934), now in the form of 

“bubbles” that float their passengers 
up to the Bastille fort at an altitude of 
almost 500 m. The city has firm sights 
on sustainable development, coming 
second in France for urban cycling (320 
km of cycle lanes) and with a public 
transport network providing access to 
every convention centre and to the vast 
majority of the city’s hotels, allowing 
for eco-friendly events. The Grenoble 
Convention Centre can accommodate 
up to 900 people. Grenoble will be 
the 2022 European Green Capital. 

 Visit Grenoble

Press contact:

Ministry for Solidarity and Health
Office of Olivier Véran

sec.presse.solidarites-sante@sante.
gouv.fr
+33 1 40 56 60 60

https://www.grenoble-tourisme.com/en/
https://www.museedegrenoble.fr/1986-the-museum-in-english.htm
https://www.congres-wtcgrenoble.com/en
https://www.congres-wtcgrenoble.com/en
https://greengrenoble2022.eu/
https://www.grenoble-tourisme.com/en/
mailto:sec.presse.solidarites-sante@sante.gouv.fr
mailto:sec.presse.solidarites-sante@sante.gouv.fr
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