
 

 

 

 

 
 

Declaration to build a shared vision of effective, efficient and 
equitable investment in education 
 

Following on from the joint policy debate of the Ministers for Education and Finance of the Member 
States of the EU held under the Finnish Presidency in 2019, and the informal ministerial discussion on 29 
November 2021 under the Slovenian Presidency,  

 

Bearing in mind: 

 The Porto declaration of 7 May 2021, notably its 8th commitment stressing the importance of “more 
investment in education, vocational training, lifelong learning, upskilling and reskilling, so as to 
stimulate employment transitions towards sectors where there is a growing demand for labour.” 

 The Paris Declaration – A global call to invest in the futures of education, adopted at UNESCO by the 
governments present at the Global Education Meeting on 10 November 2021. 

 The outcomes of the Council of 8 November 2019 under the Finnish Presidency, during which the 
Ministers for Education and Finance debated the necessity of setting objectives for effectiveness, 
efficiency and quality in the field of education and training, with a view to forging a solid economic base 
for Europe. 

 The Council resolution of 20 February 2020 on Education and Training in the European Semester: 
ensuring informed debates on reforms and investments. 

 The Council resolution of 18 February 2021 on a strategic framework for European cooperation in 
education and training towards the European Education Area and beyond (2021-2030), which stresses 
the importance of effective and efficient investment in education and training. The resolution shows, 
too, the need for “intensified work on investment” and of “fostering sustainable investment in quality 
and inclusive education and training.” 

 The Osnabrück Declaration on vocational education and training as an enabler of recovery and just 
transitions to digital and green economies. 
 

 The recommendations laid out in the interim report of the Commission expert group on quality 
investment in education and training. 
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Having observed that:  

 The dynamism and appeal of the European project are largely centred on the quality of education 
and training provided for its citizens. Education is crucial in providing efficient responses to current and 
future challenges. Both the health crisis and the related social and economic crisis have demonstrated 
that, by maintaining and strengthening investment in education, EU Member States have been able to 
field an adapted response. Mobilising resources has enabled education to make a significant 
contribution to recovery strategies over the medium and long term. This also strengthens Europe’s 
position as a key partner and as a centre of excellence for education in a wider global context.  

 Investment in education at European Union level has been ramped up considerably, notably 

with the inclusion of a dedicated education component in the majority of national recovery and 
resilience plans, the near-doubling of the budget for the Erasmus+ programme, as well as funding 
opportunities for the education sector within European cohesion funds.  

 Research shows that the allocation of public funds for education delivers significant advantages to 
countries and to citizens. High quality investment in education contributes to the effectiveness of 
structural reform. It also helps increase the growth potential of economies. There are positive spin-
offs and substantial long-term benefits. These include personal development and wellbeing, social 
benefits which strengthen the cohesion of democratic societies, and economic advantages which 
stimulate sustainable growth and facilitate resilience in the face of crises. 

 The improvement of quality investment in education comprises the need to measure the effectiveness 
and efficiency of investment. This must be evidence-based, using data and methods that allow an 
assessment of this aspect of education policy. This work can help inform public decisions without in 
any way replacing the need to take account of national and local contexts.  

 Investment in education should also contribute to the implementation of the green and digital 
transitions. Whilst the health crisis has highlighted the need for a digital transition in education systems, 
it has also reaffirmed the key role of human interaction in the learning process.  
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We, the Ministers for Education of the EU, recognise that the performance of education 
systems in the medium and long term is affected by the ability of Member States to:  

 Maintain an adequate level of investment in education, in accordance with the commitments 
made by UNESCO countries, in particular EU countries, within the framework of the Paris 
Declaration of 10 November 2021. 

 Ensure the effectiveness, equity, quality and efficiency of investment in education. 

 Develop and share evaluation methodologies allowing each Member State to identify 

measures that can have high individual and social impact specific to their own national 
requirements. 

This is why, while fully respecting the fundamental principle of the voluntary basis of 
education cooperation and the Member States’ competence for education and financing 
education: 

 we wish to step up our actions in order to enhance the effectiveness, equity, quality and 
efficiency of investment in education. This allow every European Union citizen to realise 
his/her full potential and to actively contribute to the construction of a Europe that is stronger 
both economically and socially. Our aim is to work in line with the strategic framework of 
European cooperation in the fields of education and training. The goal is to improve and 
intensify the collection of evidence regarding the impact of investments and to engage in a 
dialogue with relevant international organisations, in particular the OECD and UNESCO.   

 we therefore encourage the European Commission to draw on the research findings 
and preliminary recommendations of the expert group appointed to examine the question of 
quality of investments. This will help sustain the work already undertaken as well as explore 
new fields of research in all disciplines. In turn, this may help Member States evaluate their 
education policies at national level. 

 In this regard, we look forward to the European Commission's project to create a 

learning laboratory for investment in education. This will bring together researchers 
and Member States with a view to building and testing these evaluation methods. 
Accordingly, we invite all voluntary Member States to provide their input in order to 
facilitate this initiative so that they can take full advantage of the support it will 
provide.   

 we invite all Member States to pursue, alongside the Commission, a joint dialogue between 
the ministers of education and finance, building on earlier initiatives by the Finnish, 
Slovenian and French presidencies.  

 

 

Jean-Michel BLANQUER 
Minister of Education, Youth and Sports of the 
French Republic 

Petr GAZDÍK 
Minister of Education, Youth and Sports of the 
Czech Republic 

Anna EKSTRÖM 
Minister for Education of the Kingdom of Sweden 

Lina AXELSSON KIHLBLOM 
Minister for Schools of the Kingdom of Sweden 
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Pilar ALEGRÍA CONTINENTE 
Minister of Education and Vocational Training of the 
Kingdom of Spain 

Joan SUBIRATS HUMET 
Minister of Universities of Kingdom of Spain 

Caroline DESIR 
Minister of Education of the Wallonia-Brussels 
Federation - Kingdom of Belgium 

Valerie GLATIGNY 
Minister for Higher Education, Adult Education, 
Scientific Research, University Hospitals, Youth 
Welfare, Houses of Justice, Youth, Sport and the 
Promotion of Brussels - Kingdom of Belgium 

Prof. Dr. József BÓDIS 
Minister of State for Higher Education, Innovation 
and Vocational Education and Training, Hungary 

Dr. Zoltán MARUZSA 
Minister of State for Public Education, Hungary 

Pernille ROSENKRANTZ-THEIL 
Minister for Children and Education of the Kingdom 
of Denmark 

Jesper PETERSEN 
Minister for Higher Education and Science of the 
Kingdom of Denmark 

Prodromos PRODROMOU  
Minister of Education, Culture, Sport and Youth of 
the Republic of Cyprus 

Norma FOLEY TD 
Minister for Education of Ireland 

Simon HARRIS TD 
Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science of Ireland 

Jurgita ŠIUGŽDINIENÉ 
Minister of Education, Science and Sport of the 
Republic of Lithuania 

Niki KERAMEUS 
Minister of Education and Religious Affairs of the 
Hellenic Republic 

Patrizio BIANCHI 
Minister of Education of Italy 

Prof. Maria Cristina MESSA 
Minister of Universities and Research of Italy 

Anita MUIŽNIECE 
Minister of Education and Science of the Republic 
of Latvia 

Claude MEISCH 
Minister of Education, Children and Youth of the 
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg 

Robbert DIJKGRAAF 
Minister of Education, Culture and Science of the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands 
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Dennis WIERSMA 
Minister for Primary and Secondary Education of 
the Kingdom of the Netherlands 

Branislav GRÖHLING 
Minister of Education, Science, Research and Sport 
of the Slovak Republic 

Hon Clifton GRIMA 
Minister for Education, Sport, Youth, Research and 
Innovation of the Republic of Malta 

Liina KERSNA  
Minister of Education and Research of the Republic 
of Estonia 

Nicolai D. DENKOV  
Minister of Education and Science of the Republic 
of Bulgaria 

Martin POLASCHEK  
Austrian Federal Minister of Education, Science and 
Research 

Sorin-Mihai CÎMPEANU 
Minister of Education of Romania 

Li ANDERSSON 
Minister of Education of the Republic of Finland 

Antti KURVINEN 
Minister of Science and Culture of the Republic of 
Finland 

Prof. Radovan FUCHS, Ph.D. 
Croatian Minister of Science and Education 

 

Bettina STARK-WATZINGER 
Federal Minister of Education and Research of the 
Federal Republic of Germany 

João COSTA 
Minister of Education of the Portuguese Republic 

Dr. Simona KUSTEC 
Minister for Education, Science, Youth and Sport of 
the Republic of Slovenia 

 

 


